Annual General Meeting

March, 2016
Union of Environmental Workers

Local 80820
MINUTES

Present: Rhonda Doyle LeBlanc, Veronica Sherwood, Colleen MacNeil, Valerie LeBlanc, Bob G, Brenda Marsh, Kelly Cowper, Tamara Gates- Hollingsworth, Suzie Dech, Babette DeSousa, Krista Holland, Kristie Hickey, Ian Hickey, Ivan MacSwain, Charlene Shaw, Barbie Hennebury, Allison Grant, Mark Donovan, Steve Smith, Kim MacVicar, Caroline Canning, Valerie Leblanc, Ryan Hancock

Guests: Bob Ellis, Todd Panas

1. Rhonda Doyle Leblanc welcomed the members and called the meeting to order.  Todd Panas, UEW National President was introduced as well as Bob Ellis, RVP as guest speakers. 

2. Agenda and Minutes from previous meeting were accepted.

3. Rhonda presented her report.  Folks were reminded about the importance of participating in activities to show our bargaining teams that we support them and to send a strong message.  Rhonda also encouraged everyone to visit the PSAC website on union education.  There are a lot of great courses being offered starting with the Talking Union Basics course.  Members were also reminded about the local website:  http://jubenilee.tripod.com/local80820/
4. Bob Ellis, RVP, mentioned the UEW website, there is an option to post questions there, etc. 

5. Todd Panas, our UEW National President, acknowledged the new government and he has been working on the opportunity to develop new relationships with the Minister. Work is continuing on a Respectful Workplace; this also speaks to the need to recognize that there is harassment and it can evolve into a situation where it can be considered to be “violence in the workplace” due to mental and psychological impacts on employees. Todd will be having a meeting with Michael Martin to discuss this topic in April.  Bargaining continues and is ongoing as requests are not being met in regards to issues such as sick leave. 
6. Questions were as follows:
a. Are there tools for members when they are involved in Workplace Violence.  Todd commented that they are working on steps to provide this information to members.  There will be a list of 3rd party consultants - “Quentin Consulting” for example. Refer to Regulation 20 for more information.
b. Question regarding collective bargaining and issues surrounding our sick leave about sick leave with the bargaining team. He encouraged members to contact their MPs  regarding the issue – i.e. Scott Bryson
7. The Treasurer’s financial report was presented, reviewed and accepted. 
8. Elections of Local Officers. The elections for local officers took place:

President: Rhonda Doyle LeBlanc

Vice-President, Kim MacVicar

Secretary: Veronica Sherwood

Treasurer: Barbie Henneberry

9. Door prizes were presented and the meeting was adjourned.  

